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1. The amount of extra time a student may need to take exams should be directly related to the
impact of the disability-related limitations on a student’s functioning.
How does your office determine the amount of extra time for the following assessments? Didactic
exams, standardized patient exams, anatomy exams, and quizzes

2. Periodic review of the effectiveness of accommodations is important to student success. How
does your office review and adjust approved accommodations as needed to ensure that the
accommodation adequately addresses the barrier for each student? Does your office provide explicit
directions to students about how to initiate a revision of their existing accommodations?

3. There are times when students with certain disabilities (e.g., visual disabilities, chemical
sensitivities, dexterity or mobility issues) may require a personal assistant or an intermediary as an
accommodation. Intermediaries fulfill a specific role, but DRPs must be careful to ensure that all core
competencies are met by the student.

What are the parameters of an intermediary’s role? How would your program determine whether or not 
an intermediary would be appropriate given the competencies and technical standards of your 
program?  

4. What are some types of accommodations used by students in clinical sites? Has your program
implemented any of them in the past? What about placement into particular clinical sites as an
accommodation—has your program done this for any students with disabilities?
What were some barriers to implementing these accommodations in your program? How might these
be addressed?

5. Students with disabilities may experience exacerbations of their disability that impacts their
ability to be present or arrive on time. Determining whether missing class, clinical, or lab experiences is
reasonable depends on a number of individual circumstances, specific to each setting and student.
Discuss the guidance OCR has provided to institutions to help determine whether attendance is an
essential element of a course. When might it be inappropriate to approve an accommodation for
attendance?



 

6. The clinical portion of health sciences education is often the most challenging for students on 
the autism spectrum, particularly related to interpersonal communication. What are some potential 
clinical accommodations that may reduce barriers in the clinical setting for students with ASD?  
 
7. Because service animals are not an accommodation, the ADA provides a presumptive right for 
disabled individuals to bring service animals with them into most spaces. How would you summarize 
the guidance offered by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention regarding service dogs in 
clinical settings for a faculty member who asked you about it? 


